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An old-old case of idiopathic normal pressure hydrocephalus ameliorated

with ventriculo-peritoneal shunt operation.

TR

This report describes the case of a male aged
seventy eights who endured a acutely progres-
sive, ambulatory illness, which showed urinary
incontinence and memory disturbance. After
three months, the case complained appetite loss
and gait disturbance, then immediately became
bedridden. The correct diagnosis of normal
pressure hydrocephalus (NPH) was finally made
after admission to our hospital, revealing itself
through incontinence and mild dementia to-
gether with brain imaging examinations. His
clinical improvement was dramatically observed
after ventriculo-peritoneal (VP) shunt operation.
Also the enlarged ventricular size was normal-
ized. We should consider the possibility of idi-
opathic NPH in elderly patients diagnosed as de-
mentia with precise brain imaging examinations.
It is noteworthy that idiopathic NPH is a revers-
ible dementia with VP shunt, even in an old-old

case.
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