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Mass outbreak of asbestos-related diseases in Japan and pleural plaque as a sign of past asbestos
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A total of 21,166 mesothelioma patients and 8,726 lung cancer patients have been compensated by
Accident Compensation Insurance Act for workers or provided government support by Asbestos
Health Damage Relief Act for non-workers in Japan by 2018. Since the number of victims is increasing
now, clinicians should diagnose asbestos-related diseases appropriately. This paper focused on two
topics that are useful for clinicians to do it. One is the method to detect pleural plaques on chest X-rays.

The other is the method to elucidate the past occupational asbestos exposure easily by interviewing

patients.
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